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I got the caossiig.v. taat you had called about Tnorniay^s remarKs while 
I v/as in 0‘=>liromls . My wife understood you to say that you were sendiag i:ie a 
copy of tlist tape so that, .1 f I sse fit, i mirht respond* I hsve also heard' from 
some of tbH fine peopxe in your audieice of your offer to Paul Scott to respond 
tc r.y rel'utation cf his ilanderous, Inspired colunui* 

whether or not It is ir^csssery or deslrerblo to respond to i^honuey-ior 
I think it essential to protect hia rights and not lead him into en involuntary 
abandonment of them-I would very much like a tope of what he said. I would like to 
tieer it and I tfould like U J's a matter of record, ^ou see, it is I alone of those 
writing in this field who understood the significance of his testimony. It is 
po s ■ 1 blr hr- d i d not. 

There is a bcckgrouncl to this, when I v/as in Kew Orleens immediately after 
jublicaticn of OS'iALD W V3V 0P.L5tlNS , among tho^o I sought out was Glint i^olton, 
bornley’o nentbr, i.tron:! ''nd ' ogono’^, I ui'ged ^^olton toM imrorees upon ‘^'hornltjy tlio 
inoortance* of his coming for vvard, with either the information he hod cr the ;7illlng- 
ness to urovidc it to those who /oight understand "hat he li 1 not. i told ■'^•^clton to 
toll i.hcrniey tnat I*d be glad to talk to him, that if he preferred to speak to 
Gsrrijon, hs shoulu do it volxntariiy /.hile he could for it .ver Inevitable that iT 
he didnH he’d be under compulsion to do ^3o. I further auggostod to Bolton that if 
•^'iornley wars tc eugfjge in s genuine exchange .vith enu who really knew the aub.ect 
he, as d writer, might suddenly find ne bad material of ?/Mch he ujs una ware. 

Y • • ■ 

on msy recoil that I said enl. wrote that ths FEI end the domdiisoicn ruis- 

r.-.presonted the evidence on the .Oswald handbills to state th-at it Oswald 

or’nnge^ for thi printing whereas ICOw of tbe evidence 1& that it was not Os'.vsld, 
o;.Ti investigation consietod of interviewlnr tbe owner of the printing company, 
vouglas Jr^ncs. He confirmed that it h*d not been Cswaid. 1 geve blir. chout 100 
assort-:^! pictures and askea hir to pioic ths one that zest strongly cUggeetrc:' the 
irriii uho .made tbe arrangements. Confidentiftlly , the picture he selected was '*^"hcrnl 3 y*s. 
New, this do03 net mesn it was '-^hornl-ey. It does raesn Thcrnley looko like the man, 
7-hether he was or not. pf course, I gave this to Garrison. Tliore likewise ia ho 
luootion of the^fect that Barbara says she saw Osua^ld and ^’hornley together* 

the Bourbon Slio. told :-ie end I told Garrison .(Ho one bad over osked l^r. 

Hi chord Townley, then with ’//DSU-TV^ was with me.) \7hile I woo not et liberty to pass 

all these metasoges to *^hornl 0 y - I would hav>c in a person-to-persen excbjiige- through 
Bolton, I think it is an evidence of the fact that l seek only the truth and was 
looking out for his interest in acting and saying as and what I did. 

Bolton wrote Thornley a rather snide letter, with Indecont humor that hag 
suggastionc of enti-SoTnitlem. hr- he:' rather po.-r teste. Ho used this letter as one 
cf his colimns in a small Frnneh-Guarter weekly, hence I know about it. But:p he did 
suggest tc ^hornlny that he fellow my edvlce. 
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There are other things I have been told about ^’hornley by peonle who say they 
knew and worked with him. Garrison doesn't know all of them yet. They'do not encourage 
belief in bia total purity. 

^ a-ast weeV one o:' the assistant DA’ a in.N.O. phonecl me about another i^iatter. 

e than told me that as he left, '•‘^‘bornley said he’d like to speak to me. I am willing, 

but I cannot afford the toll ch<?rgess, ’’scavenging’’ being 7 /hat it is. I dare say it 

is still to his interest to do this, but as 1 haven’t bug.gec; him, 1 now shall not. 

Like most reople of the radical right, '-^hornley is tlB captive of strange 
notions he seeks to will into reality. Ee has, i think, bioivn his" chance. 

However, I would like to kno?/ what he said of me and my comments about him. 

Also, my work ia to wind up ss an archive in amcjor eastern university, and I*d like 
to have the tape for that purpose also. 

One of ;your listeners tells me you have offered Foul Jcott the chonce to 
deny my refutation of his officially-induced sl'.mder. I hope this is true. I am also 
told thatbrt as of the end of lest week, he had been silent. I sm not surprised. There 

se^^ma little doubt that this slander, or rather, a combination of them, is being 

carefully spread by the rsdical-right (I think fascist is closer) commit tees c f both 
houses of Congress. What they seek to convey in entirely false. Of course, this is 
a cheap way of saying what they dare not, that I am some kind of Communist, lo anyone 
who h'is real r'.y writing or heard, my speaking, this ia obviously fclse, like all 

earlier fascists, this makes no difference to them, 'fhey want it lo be so, so they oct 
as though it is and ?;rita dishonestly to convey the idee that it ie. Cne of tls 
devices is to use fijlsehood T^bat seems to h v- the imprint of off icii;lity . -^notiBx is 
to take inaccurate neAS sborios ona pr*:tend thuy are accurato. I think it is unlikely 
Scott will moke himcell* vulnerable to suit, and l*m getting to the T-oirt where I » ve 

had 5 bellyfull and just msy start filin,? some. Lowov :r, if I may, I’d like o taoe 

of your offer to him vnd, if ha accepi:?, his rea^onse. 

Glad you to'^k in.y fat hint about Fenr. ^ones. He » vary brave, honest ^nd dedi- 

cated men, subversive enough to crusado for jn elected school board In clir tr- that 
gov him burned cu* for doing it. His wife is as wonderilxl. 

rut I’m sorry I divin*t- Live chance to thank you for th.'> offer on Thornley. 

-oe ujy Site. . og ii(;w.e ;..y uiie tore si.: the li.gbimcrits in hoi' left ankle, Doctor says 
it lo .vorsc ohe n oreJUA. Do, nsicia from tVhat usually do, I’ve got the '^“use and her 
to take care of bnci so.i.e of r.cr rork (thx t of the ship in: d.; p&rtmsn t ) . 

Tnsre ura two favors I’d like to usk of you. If you recall the chapter of CsTald 
•in xiQv; Crleens entitled "rreliminary .Fostscript ^"rerr. I-lirnii”, 1 have foj- . c: ■ time hud 
an iiiter&st i*; tae Lati iial otabes Eights Ifcrty. 1 now have simil-^r but not as expli- 
cit data frOiTi ohe olnor coast, if you come sccross anything on them or latervlew 

uuy of them, I’d b- Yary int oroited in seeing or hearing what you have. And :occnd, there 
is L. rii:n .vho .nr:y figure in oao cf the offshoots of the story who lives in I’d like 

aoraoone. to iiitervio.v for me, in strictest confidence. It is CIA thing, I do not kney/ 
if ii for r-oai., Th:it is onr oi the things 1 seek to le>.rn by this into“view. Dc you 
knov/ a good newamon lesp. a radio one who could tape it) v/ho might be 7 /illing?,If yes, 

I can tell him the story over the phone. 

111 auks for everything. 

Sincerely, 



Harold ’A'eisberg 



